Advocacy and Policy

Present:  Deeanna Hale-Holland, Susan Johnson, Carolina Cruz

Committee Goals:  Discussed goals and overlap of this committee with other committees.  Group agreed that there would be some overlap with Marketing, Workforce Development and other committees.  It was agreed that the Policy and Advocacy Committee will respond to recommendations from other committees to ensure policy makers and decision makers are aware of these needs / requests.    

Carolina and Susan will gather documents from other states with similar Associations and Committees to discuss at the next meeting.  The group will develop some statements for the by-laws about our roles and responsibilities.  

The group agreed that the following tasks were the most immediate:
· Define roles and responsibilities with feedback from other states
· Add committee statements to by-laws
· Develop a powerbroker / decision-making stakeholder list
· Seek recommendations from other committee members for advocacy
· Respond to emerging policy issues by developing tools to promote issues up the chain of command and at the provider level (letter templates, press releases, etc.)

Our next conference call meeting will be October 27 at 10am.
